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.2, IRAO: .IRAGI PRESIDENT SADDAM HUSAYN IS MOVING TO  °
BROADEN HIS BASE OF SUPPORT AND NEUTRALIZE SOME OF THE
CRITICISM OF HIS ONE=MAN RULE, .

.| SADDAM, WHO LACKS THE PERSONAL POPULARITY ENJOYED BY -
FORMER PRESIDENT BAKR, SEEMS TO BE TRYING TO DEVELOP A
/CONSTITUENCY OUTSIDI THE BAATH PARTY, HE HAS BEEN MAKING'
"HIGHLY PUBLICIZED EFFORTS TO SHOW KIS CONCERN ABOUT CHRONIC
SHORTAGES OF CONSUMER GO!.DS AND SERVICES) HE ALSO HAS BEEN

 VISITING RESIDENTIAL AREAS OF BAGHDAD AND LOCAL MARKETPLACES,
HOSPITALS, SCHOOLS, AND FACTORIES,

{ . SADDAM'S POLITICKING COINCIDES' WITH THE GOVERNMENT'S
| ANNOUNCEMENT OF PLANS FOR ELECTIONS TO.A NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
]

t

AND A KURDISH LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, A MINISTERIAL COMMITTEE

1 HAS BEGUN PREPARATIONS FOR THE BALLCTING, WHICH COULD COME

. LATE THIS YEAR OR IN EARLY 1980, ALTHOUGH THE OUTCOME OF

' THE VOTING I8 CERTAIN TO BE DETERMINED IN ADVANCE, SADDAM

PROBABLY SEES AN ELECTION AS USEFUL IN DEVELOPING A PERSONAL
FOLLOWING THAT WOULD MAKE HIM LESS DEPENDENT ON THE BAATH
PARTY .ORGANIZATION, . ’ :

| PREPARATIONS MAY NOW BE UNDER WAY FOR THE BAATH PARTY
! CONGRESS AND ELECTIONS THAT WERE "SCHEDULED FOR LAST JANUARY,
! ONE OF SADDAM'S CLOSEST ASSOCIATES REPORTEDLY IS DRAFTING

- THE CONGRESS MANIFESTO, AND SADDAM HIMSELF PROBABLY 18
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SELECTING THE CANDIDATES WHO WILL FILL THE PARTY LEADERSHIP — _ .
POSITIONS MADE VACANT BY THE EXECUTIONS IN AUGUST OF THOSE S -
IN THE PARTY WHO SOUGHT TO CURTAIL HIS POWER WHEN WE BECAME . - .
PRESIDENT,
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